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PREPARATIONS FOR THE 7TH ANNUAL
DEVOLUTION CONFERENCE KICKSTART
The Council of Governors and other partners has begun planning of
the 7th and Final Annual Devolution Conference to be held on 3rd –
6th May 2021 in Makueni County. This comes after a postponement of
the conference that was to be held in Makueni County in 2020 due to
the COVID 19 Pandemic and the health protocols put in place to break
the spread of the virus.
Rich conversations on matters policy, legislation and service delivery,
insightful panel discussions featuring top government leadership,
industry leaders, public, and academia are expected to take centre
stage as has been the culture to the conference. The theme of the
conference is 'Multi – level governance for climate action
Sub-theme: Sub-National mobilization in unlocking the full potential
of climate action in the Post Covid-19 ERA.''
During the Development Partners and Private Sector round table
meetings held on the 23rd February, 2021, the Steering Committee led
by H.E James Ongwae, the Vice Chair, Council of Governors, the
partners were informed that this will be the ﬁnal annual Conference.
Subsequently, Devolution Conferences will be held biennially.
Speaking during the meeting, H.E Ongwae said, “In light of this year's
theme, I would like to urge all partners present to partner with us, as
we discuss pertinent issues on the impact of climate change in our
communities, the mitigation measures and provide a platform for
government and private sector to commit on climate action
strategies to be undertaken for the next year.” The meeting, was also
graced by the Senate, CAF and the host County Governor, H.E Prof.
Kivutha Kibwana among other dignitaries.
The Devolution Conference has grown over the years to position itself
as the most signiﬁcant event in the Devolution Calendar.
Inspired by the need to reﬂect on the past achievements, discuss
challenges and re-strategize with all stakeholders, the Council of
Governors spearheaded the ﬁrst ever devolution conference back in
April 2014. Since then, the Council of Governors, in conjunction with
public and private sector partners, has successfully hosted 6
devolution conferences and is gearing up towards hosting the 7th and
ﬁnal Annual Devolution Conference. The Conference will also have
several break away sessions to allow deeper and detailed discussions
on topical issues revolving around climate action in diﬀerent sectors
and post COVID-19 Social Economic Recovery Strategies that will help
counties and the people bounce back from the eﬀects of COVID-19.
This year's devolution conference is critical in ensuring that subnational Governments both local, regional and across the globe have
a platform to discuss and deliberate on their role and how they can
unlock opportunities to turn around the climate change eﬀects in the
communities.
As we continue to celebrate the strides that devolution has made,
there is no doubt that devolution has greatly transformed
governance in the country and is perhaps one of the greatest pillars of
the new political dispensation.
Visit the dedicated conference website
www.devolutionconference.cog.go.ke
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THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR MEETING
WITH KEY STAKEHOLDERS.
County Governments have begun the process of lobbying for review and revocation of legislation that undermine devolution. The Governors are
raising concern over their exclusion in the formulation and passage of key legislations,intended to govern and regulate the Agriculture Sector. In a
consultative meeting held in Naivasha with the Ministry of Agriculture, USAID,Agriculture Sector Network (ASNET) and the Coﬀee Sub sector
Reforms Implementation Standing Committee(CSRISC), the Governors decried the usurping of their role in legislative processes in the Agriculture
sector.
They singled out the Tea Act N0. 23 of 2020 whose enactment sparked outcry and protests from tea farmers.The farmers are rejecting the law for
denying them the right to sell their tea directly and giving excessive powers to tea boards. The Governors in the meeting said the Council of
Governors will seek dialogue with H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta on the implementation of the Tea Act with the view to resolve the issues raised by
the Council and thereby put the Tea industry into low development trajectory.
The Governors appreciate the strides made in transforming the agriculture sector but are concerned that their function of formulating laws and
policies for the devolved sector has been taken up by the ministry. This has seen the development of legislations that are discriminatory and in
violation of the constitution.
Agriculture remains the primary driver of Kenya's economic growth. According to a recent report by USAID, approximately 75% of Kenyans earn a
living from this sector and it contributes 33% to the nation's gross domestic product (GDP).
The sector plays a pivotal role in achieving food security, which is part of the government's Big 4 agenda, as well as the realisation of Kenya's vision
2030.
The meeting with the stakeholders in the Agriculture sector, sought to deliberate on emerging issues and establish mutually beneﬁcial
partnerships.
The Governors also expressed concern over the continued delay in
disbursements of funds by the national Treasury which has derailed
most development projects at the counties. The Council reiterated its
call, of resources following functions, especially in the Agriculture
sector where most of the resources are channelled to National
Government departments and agencies.
The Chairperson of the Agriculture Committee at the Council of
Governors H.E James Nyoro welcomed the continued partnerships
citing them as instrumental to the success of devolved units.
“We note that the need to transforming agriculture requires
collaborative eﬀort between the two levels of government,
development partners and the private sector,”he said. The Governors
said the Council will enhance its partnerships with the private sector
and institutions such as USAID towards the growth of the Agriculture
sector.
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COUNTY GOVERMENTS TO GET SH370B
FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2021/2022
County Governments are expected to get Sh370 Billion in this
year's budget, an increase from Sh316.5Billion they were allocated
in the 2020/2021 ﬁnancial year. This is after an adjustment of
revenue growth amounting to Ksh53.5Billion as follows;Ksh 36
Billion from revenue growth and Conversion of four Conditional
Grants amounting to Ksh 17 Billion, that is, Ksh 4.32Billion
Conditional allocation for Level 5 Hospitals, Ksh. 0.9 Billion
Compensation for User fees foregone, Ksh 2.0 Billion
Rehabilitation of Youths Polytechnic and Ksh. 9.8 Billion Road
Maintenance Levy Fund.
This was resolved during the 14th Ordinary Session of
Intergovernmental Budget and Economic Council (IBEC) meeting
held on Wednesday 10th February 2021, chaired by Deputy
President H.E Dr. William Samoei Ruto, and attended by Amb.
Ukurn Yattani, Cabinet Secretary, National Treasury and Planning,
Charles Sunkuli,Principal Secretary Ministry of Devolution and
ASALs,Chairperson, Commission on Revenue Allocation,Dr. Jane
Kiringai and the Controller of Budget Margaret Nyakang'o. aslo in
attendance was the chairperson Intergovernmental Relations
Committee, Representatives from Ministry of Education, Council
of Governors led by H.E Ndiritu Muriithi, Chairman, Finance
Planning and Economic Aﬀairs committee, H.E Prof. Paul
Chepkwony, H.E Prof. Anyang' Ny'ongo, County Executive
Committee Members of Finance among others.
Counties will also be at liberty to borrow up to Ksh60 Billion to
bridge the shortfall in development expenditure in the current
budget, in light of the resolution made during the IBEC meeting.
The increment was as a result of the Presidential pledge to allocate
County Governments an additional Ksh 53.5 Billion for the FY
2021/2022 during a meeting held at State House on 15th September
2020 and the Senate resolution on the Third Basis for allocation
among the counties on the share of national revenue that is
annually allocated to the county level of government for the
ﬁnancial years 2020/2021 to 2024/2025.
The additional funding shall ensure no county shall receive in any
ﬁnancial year, an amount of shareable revenue that is less than the
amount of shareable revenue received by the county in the
ﬁnancial year 2019/2020.” stated the Senate Resolution. The
increase in allocation to County Governments is expected to
improve development at the County Level.
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GOVERNORS AND MINISTRY AGREE ON THE ROLL-OUT
OF THE NATIONAL LAND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM TO COUNTIES.
County Governments want inclusion in the technical team
developing the National Land Information Systems NLIS.
The Chairperson of the Urban Development, Housing,
Planning, Energy,Infrastructure and Lands committee at the
Council of Governors H.E Lee Kinyanjui said the Ministry of
Lands and Physical Planning should fast track the
registration process so that all Public Land belonging to
County Governments are registered under the devolved
units. He proposed a team from the Council of Governors to
be incorporated in the technical team developing the
National Land Information Systems and registration
process.
H. E Kinyanjui said this will ensure the County Governments'
concerns are addressed and leases for all Public Land
belonging to the County Governments have County
Governments as the lessors and rent paid to the County
Governments.
“I would like to call upon the CS Lands to speed up this
process, because we need to know all details to enable the
recovery of all public land within our counties that have been
grabbed. I also suggest a team representing the counties to
be incorporated so as to ensure fairness in addressing our
issues”, he said.
H.E Kinyanjui was speaking during a high level consultative
meeting held at a Nairobi hotel that brought together
representatives from the Ministry of Lands and Physical
Planning, the European Union, Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and the Council of
Governors. The meeting explored the way forward on the
Implementation of the National Land Information
Management System (NLIMS) in Counties.
In his opening remarks, the Chairman Council of Governors,
H.E Martin Wambora welcomed the initiative saying it will
enhance transparency in land records, streamline land
management issues by oﬀering a single window to handle
land records,maintenance and update of maps, survey and
registration of property.
“On behalf of counties I welcome this initiative by the
ministry to digitize all land records in the Country and
modernize the land management system so as to avoid the
perennial complaints about land documents going missing
at the Ministry, “said H.E Wambora.
The NLIMs is a culmination of several unsuccessful attempts
to enhance eﬃciency, transparency and accountability in
land transactions that began in 2002.
Also present at the meeting were the Vice Chair H.E James
Ongwae, CS Lands and Physical Planning Ms.Faridah
Karoney, PSs Mr. Enoch Onyango and Dr. Nicholas
Muranguri and CAS Hon. Alex Mburi .
CS Lands and Physical Planning Ms. Faridah Karoney, said the
NLIMS comprises of sub-systems that would support all
processes usually encountered in land administration and
management including but not limited to guaranteeing land
tenure rights, documenting responsibilities, restrictions and
risks, valuation and taxation, property registration and land
use regulation in relation to a particular parcel of land (plot).
“I believe that this system coupled with the lessons learnt
from Nairobi County Government on the digitization process
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should inform the roll out of the system to other 46 Counties”, she said
The meeting comes after a subsequent one by the Ministry of Lands and
Physical Planning and County Executive Committee Members (CECMs) In
charge of Lands and Physical Planning and the County Directors In charge of
Physical and Land Use Planning.
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