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Word From The C.E.O

e are now into the
second month of
the year and hope
that we have recovered
from the January blues.

As we near the end of the
transition period, now is
the time that we begin the
journey of executing our
strategic plan in order to
transform our country and
ensure a smooth transfer of
functions and resources to
the Counties. In the coming months CoG will be looking keenly at the
transfer of functions as stipulated in the constitution and engaging
with the National Government to ensure that all functions transferred
are followed by corresponding resources.

We have planned several meeting as we prepare for the 3rd Annual
Devolution Conference in April to ensure that all stakeholders are
represented and their views are incorporated in the discussions. The
County Executive Members’ Conference that has just taken place, has
provided useful insights into the gains and challenges in Counties and
I would like to thank them for the invaluable discussions. It always
gives me great satisfaction to hear of all the success stories and how
Devolution is changing people’s lives at grassroots level. We are
committed to delivering a world class conference for all those who
will make it to Meru plus those who will watch us from afar through
diverse electronic medium.

It was exciting to see through the presentation made at The Fifth
Summit meeting, the great strides by counties improving Mwananchi’s
life. That truly is the promise of devolution and we must continue to
tell the story of devolution as vigorously as we possibly can
Once again in my role as team leader at CoG, I feel very fortunate
to work with a team of dedicated staﬀ and privileged to have the
Excellency Governors’ support and conﬁdence. Our resolve, in the
last 2 years has been at the forefront of eﬀorts to meet the challenges
of strengthening the Secretariat, both internally and externally. We
shall continue with the same zeal to ensure CoG is the example per
excellence of Devolution process management.
At CoG we will keep the communication lines open as we continue to
pursue our vision, challenges, seek direction and focus on our goals
to make the Devolved System of Government deliver the Devolution
Promise.

THANK YOU.
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COUNTDOWN TO THE THIRD ANNUAL
DEVOLUTION CONFERENCE BEGINS

T

he Council of Governors launched the
Countdown to the 3rd Annual Devolution
Conference 2016 held at Intercontinental Hotel
on Friday 12th February 2016.
Excellency Governors, Chief Justice Willy Mutunga,

representatives from Development Partners, Private
Sectors, CECs in charge of Public administration
and County Directors of Communications attended
the launch. The Chief guest was Hon Speaker of the
Senate, Hon Ekwee Ethuro.

GOVERNORS’ SUMMIT
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Excellency Governors with the President H.E Uhuru Kenyatta
and the Deputy President H.E William Ruto at the Fifth
National and County Government Coordinating Summit at
State Lodge, Sagana Nyeri County

Inset: President H.E Uhuru Kenyatta, Deputy president William
Ruto and the Chairman Council of Governors H.E Peter Munya
chairing the summit

INTERGOVERNMENTAL, BUDGET AND ECONOMIC COUNCIL
IBEC MEETING

Governors from various counties led by Council of Governors Chairman H.E Peter Munya and his Vice H.E
Salim Mvurya attending the 6th session of the Intergovernmental, Budget and Economic Council (IBEC)
meeting chaired by the Deputy President of the Republic of Kenya H.E William Ruto at his Karen oﬃce.

Clockwise:
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INDEPENDENT ELECTORAL AND BOUNDARIES COMMISSION
MEETING

The Chairman of the Council H.E Peter Munya and his Vice H.E Salim Mvurya together with other Excellency
Governors attending an IEBC consultative forum chaired by the IEBC Chairman Ahmed Isaack Hassan.

T

COURTESY VISIT TO THE SENATE

he Chairman of the Council of Governors H.E Peter
Munya paid a courtesy call to the speaker of the
senate , Hon Ekwee Ethuro. They discussed ways in
which to enhance the relationship between the two institutions and develop mechanisms to bridge the gap and
work together for the common interest of mwananchi.
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DEPUTY GOVERNORS’ CONFERENCE

T

he Second Deputy Governors’ Leadership Conference was held in Naivasha, Nakuru County. The 3
day conference aimed to build the capacity of Deputy Governors (DGs) to support the 47 Governors
in achieving the National development goals of Kenya as enshrined in Vision 2030.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ CONFERENCE

T

he Council of Governors hosted the 3rd
Annual County Executives Conference
from the 22nd February to 23rd February 2016 in Mombasa County. The Conference
aimed to facilitate constructive dialogue to foster cooperation among Counties and share best
practices on the various sectors.County Executives from all 47 Counties, National Government
Oﬃcials, Commissions and Independent Oﬃces,

Development partners, Private Sector and other
stakeholders in devolution attended the conference. The Chairman of the Devolution Conference Steering Committee and also the vice Chair
of the Council of Governors H.E Salim Mvurya ofﬁcially opened the conference. The conference
was held in preparation for the 3rd Annual Devolution Conference scheduled to take place in
Meru County from 20th April to 23rd April 2016.

T

AGRICULTURE

T
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he Chairman, Council of Governors
H.E Peter Munya had a meeting with
the Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries Hon. Willy
Bett together with other Excellency Governors,
representatives from the Ministry of
Agriculture and Council of Governors Technical
Committee team during a meeting to discussed
a agricultural levies and licensing. A framework
for sharing proceeds from levies and licensing
was agreed upon. When implemented it
will see funds meant for infrastructure
developmen be disbursed to counties hence
easing transportation of agricultural inputs to
the fram and produce to the market.

COUNTIES RECEIVE USD 50 MILLION FROM USAID/AHADI FOR
IMPROVED SERVICE PROVISION IN COUNTIES.

he
United
States
Agency for
International Development (USAID) under its
programme
to
support devolution in Kenya, the
Agile and Harmonized Assistance
for Devolved Institutions (AHADI)
which will promote governance systems that are
transparent, accountable, eﬀective in service delivery, and responsive to citizen empowerment by
building the capacity of devolution actors at both
the National and County Government. The program’s interventions aim to transform Kenya’s new
County Governments into eﬀective organizations,
more capable of developing policy and delivering
services at the county level by addressing the fundamental barriers to improved resilience, economic
growth, natural resource management, water and
sanitation, education, health and good governance.
AHADI is a ﬁve year USAID/DFID funded programme
which commnenced its support to the devolution
process in the year 2014 and the total support is
USD 50 million over the ﬁve year period.
AHADI works closely with implementing partners
and beneﬁciaries to identify and address speciﬁc

governance barriers to sector and service delivery
outcomes. AHADI also leverages these sector entry
points to improve governance processes.
The Objectives of the AHADI program include having targeted counties provide higher quality services
through improved governance; to ensure functionality and eﬀectiveness of the devolved system is increased through
improved
intra-government
engagement and
cooperation and
Improved representation of
citizens interests
and oversight of
targeted county
government performance.
AHADI is partnering with the Council of Governors
and will be supporting 22 counties, namely; Mombasa, Lamu, Garissa, Wajir, Isiolo, Marsabit, Turkana,
Meru, Tharaka Nithi, Muranga, Kiambu, Machakos, Trans-Nzoia, Nandi, Kakamega, Vihiga, Siaya,
Nyamira, Kisii, Bomet, Nairobi, Mandera.
The main areas of Focus in these counties will include strengthening Legislative and policy development processes, Public Financial Management,
Public engagement and social accountability mechanisms, County public service system reforms and
Support to eﬀective Regional Economic Blocs.
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KONRAD ADENAUER STIFTUNG COURTESY CALL

he Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) is a political foundation in Germany with 16 regional oﬃces and two
conference centers that oﬀer a wide variety of civic
education conferences and events. It is in charge of over
200 projects in more than 120 countries. Gregor Jaecke the
Executive Director CDU paid a courtesy call to the Chairman
of the Council of Governors to brief him on the organization’s aim to strengthencapacities of state and non-state
actors for eﬀective devolved governance

ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHOP

T

he
Water,
Forestry
and
Mining
Committee
in
collaboration with
USAID,
AHADI,
Millennium Water
Alliance and Council
of Governors during
a two day workshop
from 16th - 17th
February 2016.

COUNTY UPDATES
JAPANESE ROAD TECHNOLOGY TO PROVIDE JOBS FOR EMBU
YOUTH

H

productive way. The County is using organized
u n d r e d s youth groups to ﬁx the roads in their areas. The
of youth technology is good for maintaining rural roads
in Embu because it uses locally available materials, The DoCounty
have nou bags, which can be ﬁlled with murram and
been hired to sand.
rehabilitate
roads
using
c h e a p e r
materials,
using Japanese Do-nou Technology. The youths
from Four Sub-Counties will be trained on the
use of cheaper technology by Japanese-based
Community Road Empowerment, in a Ksh. 4 million
Project. The County Government has adopted the
Do-nou( Japanese name for sandbags) labor based
technology to ﬁx rural access roads. This is a labor
based technology that will involve the youth in a

K
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KISUMU MAKES STRIDES IN EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT
EDUCATION

isumu county has built many ECD
centres in a bid to create an enabling
learning environment for its many
children with well equipped teaching force
and classrooms. There is a program in place
to ensure children get meals and playing
tools during school time.

G

As a result there is increased enrollment
with the employment of trained ECD
teachers with motivating salaries.

KWALE COUNTY EXTENDS SERVICES TO PERSONS WITH SPECIAL
ABILITIES

overnor Salim Mvurya has asked the
national government to show commitment in fulﬁlling mandates of functions
that are yet to be devolved. Speaking when he
handed over equipments to ten special primary
schools of persons with disabilities worth 1 million, Mr Mvurya said there has been inadequate
funding to special primary schools has been inadequate making the learning environment pathetic. The governor observed that little has been
done to these schools with no serious action to
salvage the situation taken by the national government which has to date failed to devolve this
function. “These schools have been left to the
mercy of the county government and well wishers, and this should not be the case.” remarked
H.E Mvurya. Nominated member of the county
assembly Fatuma Kadzo who represents persons
with disability also expressed her displeasure on
how the national government has neglected the
special schools. She said most children have been
ignored missing out on education due to the high
poverty levels of the parents. “It is unacceptable
that in this 21st century our special schools have
nothing to celebrate about. Our children study
under deplorable conditions some of the special schools lack reading materials, children lack
wheelchairs despite the national government
setting aside a budget for this,”said Mrs. Kadzo,
Nonetheless Mrs Kadzo thanked the county
government for the assistance in construction
of classrooms and sponsorships to the disabled
students in secondary schools and for working

closely with partners such as APDK in meeting
the special schools’ needs. Governor Mvurya further asked Kwale members of parliament to push
for funds to the special schools. “Let our MPs
represent these people with special abilities fully,
they are part of society and have every right to
learn in serene environment.” During the launch
the county government together with APDK distributed wheelchairs, tricycles, reading materials,
Beds, mattresses, beddings, computers among
other equipment to 10 special schools in Kwale
county.

From: Rodgers Chimega
Governor’s PA
Kwale County
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NOTABLE QUOTES

“The Supreme Court of Kenya neither has friends nor enemies among Kenyans. All the Court cares
for is Justice for and to all Kenyans.” Dr. Willy Mutunga

“How can the National Government through the National Treasury propose to allocate County
Governments 30.45 % of sharable revenue in 2016/17 ﬁnancal year yet counties were allocated 33.44
% in the 2015/16 ﬁnancial year?” H.E Peter Munya in a press statement on 18th Feb 2016 on division of
revenue

“In some counties teamwork between the governor and the deputy governor is a strange if not
an alien concept, some of you are not even friends on facebook or twitter with your bosses. The
aproaching elections make things even more complicated, but I am here to tell you today there is
no excuse for not giving 100% for being a team player, work with your Governors for the sake of the
people you serve” H.E Deputy President William Ruto at the Deputy Governor’s leadership summit in
Naivasha

VACANCIES

The Council of Governors is looking for qualiﬁed aplicants to ﬁll in the position of a driver, Interested candidates should send their CVs, cover letter, copies of ID, certiﬁcates and testimonials to
hrcog.go.ke on or before 4th March, 2016. For more information please visit www.cog.go.ke
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